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WASHED CLEAN 

   Your morning shower can do more than cleanse your 

body. Re�red pastor Norman Neaves takes �me to remem-

ber his bap�sm daily.  

   “As the water is pouring down on me, I reach up and get 

water all over my hand. Then I close my eyes and make the 

sign of the cross on my forehead. ‘I have been bap�zed in 

Christ,’ I say to myself quietly. ‘This day belongs to him. I am 

called to be Jesus’ representa�ve whatever I am doing and 

wherever I might go. Give me the grace, Lord, to represent 

you well and with integrity.’” 

FREE REFILLS 

   God’s kingdom is like free refills at a restaurant. Wait — what?! 

   Jesus used common, everyday items to explain the kingdom of God; we can 

too! The kingdom is like free refills. S�ll thirsty a4er one soda or coffee? Get 

another — no charge. In fact, the kingdom of God is be6er than free refills 

because you don’t even have to pay for the first glass.  

   It’s like having a parent buy you a favorite meal when you’re young. You sit 

back and savor it without the price crossing your mind. That’s okay, because 

the generous giver loves you and wants to be with you. 

   Sure, that’s simplis�c, but so are Jesus’ parables. Overanalyze them and they 

may fall apart. But ponder the single point each makes, maybe get a chuckle 

and an a-ha! out of it, and that parable has done its job. So grab another free 

refill — of your beverage and of God’s love! 

—Heidi Mann  

JANUARY * 2017JANUARY * 2017JANUARY * 2017JANUARY * 2017    



DEAR FRIENDS, 

"A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, 

because they are no more."  

   Rachel gave birth to Benjamin, the twelfth son of Israel, in 

Bethlehem just as Mary gave birth to Jesus. Although it can-

not be proven, some believe it is quite possible that the two 

labored and gave birth at the very same place in Bethlehem. 

(Perhaps that will be the sermon for next Christmas.) The 

difference is that Rachel died giving birth and was buried in 

Bethlehem. Mary survived, only to have the life of her first 

born baby threatened when Herod, furious at the news from 

the wise men that the one who would be King of Israel had 

been born, sent his troops to destroy all children in and near 

that city age two and under.  

   If only this were an ancient story! Sadly, the image of the 

children of Aleppo, silent, without tears, faces smudged by 

dirt and smoke, bleeding, some alive, others dead, have been 

part of our Christmas story. While God’s promise to us in 

Jesus is for now as much as it is forever, we have much cause 

to be joyful during the holidays. Because our promises are 

also not yet, we weep for the children in Syria who have re-

cently entered a world in which they are not welcomed, but 

imperiled.  

   According to the UNHCR, there are 5 million Syrian refu-

gees in need of sanctuary and more than 8 million displaced 

within their own country. The Holy Family was also refugee 

family. They were a Middle Eastern family running to save 

the life of their child. The story of Rachel’s weeping, Jo-

seph’s dream, and the family’s flight to Egypt demands a 

response from us as those who worship the Christ child. We 

can support those who suffer now the way the Holy Family 

and the parents of Bethlehem suffered because of fear and 

hatred of who they were and who they might become.  

   The best response is our immediate and earnest prayers as 

well as our support of Lutheran World Relief, Care.org, Res-

cue.org, and others. The 

children of Aleppo seem 

never to cry. My prayer is 

that Rachel’s weeping may 

cease and that we may once 

again hear the crying of 

children that is so familiar 

to us such as the crying we 

hear when they can’t reach a toy or their bottle. The crying 

we hear when they don’t want to get out of the tub or a friend 

takes away a toy. The tearless faces of Syria’s children are an 

enigma to me and I cannot imagine their contemplations. 

May God help them and may we have as much compassion 

for the refugees of Syria today as we have for the families of 

Bethlehem in Matthew’s gospel, which includes our Savior 

the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Christmas Peace,  Vicar Nancy 

 

VICAR NANCY WRITES   

Read Matthew 2:13-23 as basis for her meditation.  

13 Now after they had left, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to 

Joseph in a dream and said, 

"Get up, take the child and his 

mother, and flee to Egypt, and 

remain there until I tell you; for 

Herod is about to search for the 

child, to destroy him." 14 Then 

Joseph got up, took the child 

and his mother by night, and 

went to Egypt, 15 and re-

mained there until the death of 

Herod. This was to fulfill what 

had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of 

Egypt I have called my son."  

16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise 

men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the chil-

dren in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or 

under, according to the time that he had learned from the 

wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 

through the prophet Jeremiah: 18 "A voice was heard in 

Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for 

her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are 

no more." 19 When Herod died, 

an angel of the Lord suddenly 

appeared in a dream to Joseph in 

Egypt and said, 20 "Get up, take 

the child and his mother, and go 

to the land of Israel, for those 

who were seeking the child's life 

are dead." 21 Then Joseph got 

up, took the child and his mother, 

and went to the land of Israel. 22 

But when he heard that Archela-

us was ruling over Judea in place 

of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after be-

ing warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Gali-

lee.  

23 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so 

that what had been spoken through the prophets might be 

fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean." 



JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

January 4 Verna Feistner 

January 5 Faye Blindauer 

January 5 Ryan Thompson 

January 6 Carolyn Diede 

January 7 Chris Selland 

Jan 12 2012 Max Michael Asbenson (Shawn & Jodie) 

January 16 Claudia Miller 

January 20 Eldora Sonne 

January 21 Phyllis Arhart 

January 23 Pat Nelson 

January 27 Caitlyn Selland 

January 27 Myron Sonne 

 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARY 

 None recorded in church office registry 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA  STORLA CIRCLE 

Women of the ELCA Storla Circle met Tuesday De-

cember 6 at 2:00PM at Barb Selland’s home in Mitchell 

with ten members and one guest present. 

President Barb opened the meeting with a Christmas 

meditation. 

Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were read and ap-

proved as read. 

Business:   

Mary suggested that the Circle send $75 to missions 

JoAnn suggested that the Circle send $100 to ELCA 

Good Gifts campaign.  Which gifts to fund would be 

decided at a later date. 

It was suggested that the Circle send $100 to Lutheran 

Social Services and the offering received at today’s 

meeting would go to St. Dysmas prison ministry. 

Margne led the Bible study entitled “From Inside Out” 

from the Gather magazine. 

Bonnie led the Worship Offering. 

The meeting was closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer 

and Table prayer. 

The next meeting will be held Tuesday, January 3, 

2117 with Beverly Johnson as hostess at her home in 

Mitchell. 

Hostess Barb treated us with a delicious gelatin des-

sert. 

JoAnn Davis, Secretary 

A Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year to all! 

 

  Dear Storla Women of the ELCA 

  Thank you! You have our “heartfelt “appreciation for 

your kindness, generosity and support. Your wonder-

ful donation of blankets, groceries and cleaning sup-

plies. We are also very grateful for your cash donation 

for frozen food items.  Merry Christmas!  

Blessings,   

Ronald McDonald House Charities of South Dakota 

THANK YOU 

I would like to thank everyone for donating to he veter-

an’s support project.  With your help and a Thrivent 

Action Team card I was able to take four large boxes of 

supplies to the Veterans Home in Sioux Falls.  We gath-

ered personal grooming items, men’s and women’s un-

derwear, socks, lap robes, leisure and sweat pants. 

Thank you ,  Donna Olsen 

Special dates in January 

• Jan. 1, New Year’s Day,  

• Jan. 6, Epiphany,  

• Jan. 8, Bap�sm of the Lord Jesus Christ,  

• Jan. 16, Mar�n Luther King Jr. Birthday Observance,  

• Jan. 18-25, Week of Prayer for Chris�an Unity,  

REPORTS FOR ANNUAL MEETING 

Please get the annual meeting 

reports to the church office as 

soon as you have finished the 

activities for 2016. 

Storla’s annual meeting is 

scheduled for February 5th at 

11:30am 

The reports may be put in the 

Secretary’s mail box or in the 

office.   Thanks 

THANK YOU 

We would like to thank everyone that came to our 50th wed-

ding anniversary Open House November 25. Also, thanks for 

all the cards, gifts, hugs and well wishes. We were very 

blessed with a wonderful day inside and out.  

It will be a very memorable time.   

Gene and Mary Fristad 



In Matthew 13, to what does Jesus compare the kingdom of heaven? 

 A. A farmer sowing seed  B. A mustard seed 

 C. Yeast    D. Hidden treasure  

 E. A merchant who finds a pearl  F. A fishing net 

 G. All of the above 


