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GOD’S CONVERSATION HEARTS 

   Those familiar conversation hearts that show up every February can 

be more than just trite romantic or friendly sayings. Use them to re-

mind you — or to teach a child — of the greatest love of all: God’s 

love for us, which empowers our love for others. For example: 

♥ TRUE LOVE: What love is truer than giving up one’s only Son so 

people might have everlasting life? (John 3:16). 

♥ BE MINE: Jesus knows us intimately, as a shepherd knows his 

sheep. No one can snatch us from him (John 10:27-29). 

♥ FOREVER: God loves us with an “everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3). 

♥ LOVE ME: The greatest commandment is to love God with our 

whole being (Luke 10:27). 

♥ TRUST ME: “Let not your hearts be trou-

bled.” We can count on Jesus, now and for 

eternal life (John 14:1-3). 

♥ SWEET TALK: God’s words are sweeter 

than honey (Psalm 119:103). 

♥ BE GOOD: We show our love for Christ by keeping his commands 

(John 14:15). 

♥ CALL ME: God longs to be in fellowship with us. We can talk to 

him anytime in prayer (Jeremiah 33:3). 

♥ FRIENDS: The greatest love involves laying down your life for 

your friends (John 15:13) — precisely what Jesus did. 

♥ #1: “We love because [God] first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 



Vicar’s 2016 Annual Report 

By Vicar Nancy Eckels 

“4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,  he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness 

that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.”  Titus 3:4-5 

 As I have repurposed my life from career educator to minister of Word and Sacrament, I have come 

to experience bap&sm at a very organic level. We indeed “acknowledge one bap&sm for the remission of 

sins” as confessed in the Nicene Creed but I have come to understand that this one bap&sm is a con&nual 

stream of renewal and rebirth. We never really step out of the river of life giving water, which pours forth 

God’s grace and mercy and crea&ve interven&on in our lives and the life of our faith communi&es.  

 For me, I have watched as God’s faithfulness to my calling has brought me to Salem and Storla Lutheran Churches as in-

tern pastor. For the sake of record, I will report that I am a Master of Divinity student at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. For the 

past six years I have made my home in Huron, SD and have been a member of American Lutheran Church. When we moved from 

western Kansas in 2010, God began opening doors to ministry in Word and Sacrament, a call in which I had been discerning for 

many years. I am grateful to God for this opportunity to serve and grateful to the 

congrega&ons of Salem and Storla. For your congrega&ons, this has been a new 

calling as well and I have found that God has gi6ed you with remarkable talents 

for teaching and pa&ence and grace. Praise be to God for your willingness to ex-

pand your voca&on to include the training of new clergy!   

I par&cular would like to thank members of the internship commi8ee who give of 

their &me and talents generously for the sake of this task. They are Mike Deinert, 

Pat Mikkonen, Dave Anderson, Margene Thompson, Clyde Olson, and Myron Sonne. My thanks also extend to Dennis Sco8 who, 

as secretary, leads and guides me weekly and to our church musicians, Linda Miller and Kelly Selland, for their dedica&on to God 

and to the assembly through music.  I would also like to thank Pastor Erika Lehman, my supervisor, who keeps me on a steady and 

purposeful path for the sake of my educa&on and for the well being of the congrega&ons. Glory be to God! 

My prayer is that I might encourage and uphold this congrega&on’s strong sense of, and commitment to, God’s mission in 

the world. Members of Storla not only feed the world through voca&on but through generous gi6s to those in the world who are 

hungry and in need of basics to survive. Your kindness, charity, and faithfulness is inspiring and humbling. Thank you for invi&ng 

me to be a part of the exci&ng work God is doing in and through Storla! 



WOMEN OF THE ELCA  Storla Circle 

Women of the ELCA Storla Circle met Tuesday January 3, 

2017 at 2:00PM at Beverly Johnson’s home in Mitchell with 

seven members present. 

President Barb opened the meeting with devotions from 

“Salem Lutheran” writings. 

Secretary and treasurers reports were read and approved as 

read.   

Mary reported that monies from 2016 have been spent.  Her 

report was approved. 

Slate of officers for Storla Circle for 2017  was unanimously 

approved by voice vote. 

President:  Barb Selland 

Vice-president:  Beverly Johnson   

Secretary and cards:  JoAnn Davis 

Treasurer:  Mary Fristad 

Stewardship:  Norma Fristad 

A motion was made and seconded to have a luncheon meet-

ing at the Oak Room at MTI again this year.  Plans an-

nounced at a later date. 

Margene gave the Bible Study from entitled “No Other Gos-

pel” from Galatians from the Gather magazine. 

Barb gave the meditation for Worship Offering. 

The next meeting Thursday, February 2nd at 2:00pm  

at Beverly Thompson home in Mitchell. 

The meeting closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer and table 

prayer. 

Beverly served a delicious dessert. 

Happy New Year and Blessings 

JoAnn Davis, Secretary 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

February 10 Richard Christopher 

February 11 Doyle Selland 

Feb 11 2011 Mia Rian Larson 

February 13 Brian Dodd 

February 13 Meghan Mickelson Moody 

February 14 LuRay Asbenson 

February 16 Sean Davis 

February 21 Glenn Olsen 

February 22 Shawn Asbenson 

February 22 Trajan Anderson 

February 23 Wyatt Feistner 

Feb 25 2013 Henry John Feistner (Michael & Jennifer) 

February 28 Barb Selland 

February 28 Matthew Fristad 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

 February 17 Eric & Colleen Johnson 

Special dates in February 

• African-American History Month 

• February 5,  Boy Scout Sunday  

• February 14,Valentine’s Day  

• February 20, Presidents Day  

• February 20,Transfiguration of Our Lord  

SENIOR QUILT 

I have cut squares for  

Myah’s quilt.  If anyone 

would like one (or more) 

please talk to Norma or 

phone her at 248-2483.  

I would like the squares 

returned to me no later 

than March 5.  Thanks 

 

MYAH’S QUILT 

THE COST OF HIDING OUR LIGHT 

 A Los Angeles restaurant owner recently discov-

ered that a neon light had been covered — without being 

disconnected first — during a construction project 77 years 

prior. The calculated electricity cost to run the hidden light 

all that time was $17,000! 

 People don’t intentionally hide light; that would be 

counterproductive, not to mention wasteful. Yet when we 

shrink back from sharing Jesus’ good news, we do indeed 

hide “the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14) that is in us. When 

we’re too modest to use God-given talents such as singing, 

playing piano or reading to bring others joy, we hide our 

light. When we put our own wants ahead of meeting some-

one else’s needs through giving and serving, we hide the 

light of God’s love. And at what cost? 

 “Let your light shine before others,” Jesus says, 

“that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father 

in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). 

STORLA CIRCLE   

Meeting Tuesday, February 7th 

at 2:00PM 

at Bev Thompson’s home 

1705 S. Rowley, Mitchell  

 



W/ELCA EXECUTIVE PLANNING MEETING 

Monday, January 16, 2017, with five officers present 

Karen Mickelson opened the meeting in Jesus name and based her devotions  

on Matthew 28:20,  “Lo, I am with you always.” 

The Circle Handbooks will be out in February due to Annual Meeting on February 5, 2017. 

Business Meeting 

M/ Jolene Anderson, S/ Mary Fristad, C/  Effective as of January 16, 2017, the W/ELCA 

General Meetings (April, July, October) will be held the same day as the Circle meeting. 

M/ Norma Fristad, S/ Mary Fristad, C/  $200.00 will be donated to the Clinton Olinger 

Benefit from the money given to the Storla W/ELCA, from the Shefner family, in memory of 

June Shefner 

Dates  

February 4 Winter Board and Presidents Meeting 

February 5 Storla Annual Meeting 

March 1 Ash Wednesday at Storla at 7:00PM 

March 25 9:00 AM clean church * 

April 1 9:00 AM clean church * 

April 2 Confirmation for Xavier Baysinger 

April 16 Easter Sunday 

April  Conference Gathering TBA 

June 23-24 W/ELCA Synodical Convention, Yankton 

July 13-16 W/ELCA Tenth Triennial, Minneapolis 

September or October Conference and Unit Officers Workshop TBA 

Announcements and Discussion 

Church cleaning 

 *Jolene and Karen will make a list of areas to be cleaned as anyone is able 

Carpet in basement needs cleaning 

Thank offering will be used for the worship service as pulpit supply on April 23  

Discussed utilizing books and space in the library  

Margene Thompson, secretary 

2017 LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEUDLE  

Ash Wednesday Worship Wednesday, March 1  7:00PM at Storla   

Lenten 1 Worship   Wednesday,  March 8   7:00PM  at Salem  

Lenten 2 Worship  Wednesday, March 15   7:00PM  at Storla 

Lenten 3 Worship   Wednesday,  March 22   7:00PM  at Salem  

Lenten 4 Worship  Wednesday,  March 29   7:00PM  at Storla 

Lenten 5 Worship   Wednesday,  April 5    7:00PM  at Salem  

Maundy Thursday worship with Communion   Thursday, April 13  7:00pm at Salem 

Good Friday Worship with Communion  Friday, April 14  7:00PM  at Storla 

Easter Sunday with Communion   Sunday, April 16 9:00AM at Salem   10:30AM at Storla 



What unique characteris&c of the judge Ehud enabled him to outsmart King 

Eglon of Moab, who had been oppressing ancient Israel? 

 A. He was le6-handed. B. He was blind. 

 C. He was very fat. D. He was exceedingly strong. 

Answer: See Judges 3:12-26. 


