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WONDER OF WONDERS 

   The world is filled with wonders, writes Nathaniel Olson. 

Consider chemistry: Salt is formed by two poisonous sub-

stances (sodium and chlorine). The alnico magnet, the 

world’s strongest, contains three nonmagnetic substances 

(aluminum, nickel and cobalt). And water consists of oxygen 

(which is flammable) and hydrogen (which burns easily); yet 

water puts out fires! 

   That pales in comparison to the wonder of salvation 

through Jesus. Every day, Olson writes, Jesus transforms 

filthy, hopeless sinners into new, forgiven creations. “On the 

skid rows of our cities, in wealthy and poor homes, in jun-

gles ... whenever any soul wants Christ, the wonder of the 

new birth is taking place.”  

   Our God is the true Wonder of wonders. “None can com-

pare” (Psalm 40:5). 

GIVING UP GUILT 

 Pastor Greg Boyle, a Jesuit priest who ministers to high-

risk youth in Los Angeles, once quipped, “I ... don’t do guilt. I 

gave it up for Lent years ago.” Many Christians give up some-

thing for Lent but usually not guilt! Rather, Lent is seen as a time 

to somberly examine our sinful nature. 

 Having witnessed sin’s tragic effects through addiction, 

violence and gang warfare, Pastor Boyle realizes that dwelling on 

guilt doesn’t lead to hope or healing. Instead, he helps young 

people discover their God-given strengths and their ability to 

make life-affirming choices. His nonprofit Homeboy Industries 

provides positive alternatives for teenagers, who are reminded 

not of their guilt but of their identity as God’s beloved children. 

 On Good Friday Jesus conquered sin and death so we 

don’t have to wallow in guilt. Giving our lives to God frees us to 

live in the joy of forgiveness. 



VICAR NANCY WRITES ... 

Dear Friends, 

    Martin Luther once said that the most dangerous sin of all is the presump-

tion of righteousness. Perhaps that is why, when he reformed the Christian 

church in 1517, it retained the observance of Lent. 

   Lent is a forty day period in the liturgical cycle of the church that parallels 

Jesus’s forty days of temptation in the desert. The season of Lent is a gift to us 

from the ancient church and it offers us reason to pause and consider where 

we have failed to love God and our neighbor.  

   It is interesting that Jesus was tempted three times. Each temptation repre-

sents a potential weakness to which all humans are vulnerable. We can fortify 

our defenses by studying what these are and how Jesus models resistance to 

them. 

   “If you are the Son of God,” said the devil, “command these stones to be-

come loaves of bread.” The devil wanted Jesus to flaunt his power. The first 

temptation was power. 

   Then the devil took him to a high place and tempted him to throw himself 

down. He was hoping Jesus would display mistrust by making God have to 

prove God’s self. Jesus wasn’t having any of it. The second temptation was 

lack of faith and trust in God. 

   The third temptation was devotion to the devil in exchange for wealth. The 

devil wanted Jesus to literally sell his soul. The third temptation was idolatry 

and greed. 

   An appetite for power, lack of faith, and idolatry are temptations that present 

themselves in all seasons of the year. During this particular period of Lent, I 

invite us all to consider each of these temptations and if or how they might be 

manifesting themselves for us. Notice that each time Jesus was tempted, he 

quoted scripture. In his weakened condition, he did not rely on reason, intel-

lect, or cleverness but on the Word of God alone. If we find ourselves suffer-

ing temptation, this is our go-to strategy. We can find scripture verses that will 

strengthen our spirits. The devil cannot stand in the presence of God’s Holy 

Word. Bible literacy, regular study, and hearing the preached Word is a de-

fense against the evil one. The Word of God will create faith in the hearts of 

vulnerable disciples. In Romans chapter 10 verse 17, the Apostle Paul says 

that “faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the 

Words of Christ.” We all know that Lent is followed by Good Friday and 

Easter Sunday and the Word of God tells us that Jesus has conquered all these 

temptations for us. This is the Good News!   Praise be to God! 

  Using drama, the confirmation students from Salem will be leading us 

through a study on discipleship this Lenten season. Join us each Wednesday 

and hear what they have to say about faithful discipleship.  

God’s blessings to you this Lenten season, 

Vicar Nancy 

THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS  

As recorded in Matthew 4:1-11 

1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit 

into the wilderness to be tempted by 

the devil. 2 He fasted forty days and 

forty nights, and afterwards he was 

famished.  

3 The tempter came and said to him, 

“If you are the Son of God, command 

these stones to become loaves of 

bread.”  

4 But he answered, “It is written, 

‘One does not live by bread alone, 

    but by every word that comes from 

the mouth of God.’” 

5 Then the devil took him to the holy 

city and placed him on the pinnacle 

of the temple,  

6 saying to him, “If you are the Son 

of God, throw yourself down; for it is 

written,  ‘He will command his an-

gels concerning you,’   and  ‘On 

their hands they will bear you up, so 

that you will not dash your foot 

against a stone.’” 

7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is writ-

ten, ‘Do not put the Lord your God 

to the test.’” 

8 Again, the devil took him to a very 

high mountain and showed him all 

the kingdoms of the world and their 

splendor;  

9 and he said to him, “All these I will 

give you, if you will fall down and 

worship me.”  

10 Jesus said to him, “Away with 

you, Satan! for it is written, 

‘Worship the Lord your God,  and 

serve only him.’” 

11 Then the devil left him, and sud-

denly angels came and waited on 

him. 



MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

March 2 Darcy Mickelson 

March 3 Bill Mathis 

March 7 Sue Selland 

March 11 Donna Olsen 

March 13 Linda Miller 

March 17 Shirley Mickelson 

March 17 JoAnn Davis 

March 22 Clyde Olsen 

March 25 Rodney Arhart 

Mar 20 2010 Kooper Moody (Walt & Meghan) 

March 30 Karen Mickelson 

March 31 Alvin Thompson 

 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

March 16 Alvin & Margene Thompson 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA - Storla Circle 

Storla Circle met Tuesday, February 7th at 2:00pm at 

Beverly Thompson’s home in Mitchell with eight mem-

bers present. 

President Barb opened the meeting with devotions en-

titled “Renewal of Hope.” 

Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were read and ap-

proved. 

Treasurer, Mary, reported that Circle offerings from 

April, July and October will be included in the General 

Fund for banking and check writing purposes.  Motion 

for this change was approved by the group.  

President Barb reported that the annual luncheon at 

the MTI Oak Room will be held Monday, April 3 at 

11:30am.  JoAnn will host the monthly meeting after 

the luncheon at her home in Mitchell. 

At the April 23rd worship the Women of the ELCA 

Storla Circle will do the Thank offering litany as part 

of the service. 

Margene gave the Bible study entitled “Galatians, Chil-

dren of God through Faith” from the Gather magazine. 

Margene, also, gave the Worship Offering. 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, March 7th at the 

Fellowship Center with Norma as hostess.   We will 

have a potluck lunch at 11:00 A.M and we’ll tie fleece 

quilts  then the meeting and Bible study to follow.  

Bring sharp scissors. 

The meeting was closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer 

and Table Prayer. 

Hostess Bev served a delicious light lunch. 

JoAnn Davis, Secretary 

SPECIAL DATES 

• Ash Wednesday, March 1 

• World Day of Prayer, March 3 

• First Sunday in Lent, March 5 

• Second Sunday in Lent, March 11 

• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 12 

• Third Sunday in Lent, March 19 

• First day of spring, March 20 

• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 26 

BASKETS OF PROMISE 

During Lent, Storla Circle is doing a Baskets of Promise project along with a Thrivent Action card.  We’re collecting 

different items to use to assemble Personal Care Kits.  These kits give people around the world items to stay healthy in-

spite of challenging conditions.  We would like to assemble as many of these kits as we can.   Please note the require-

ments for each item! 

One light-weight bath-size towel (between 20" x 40" or 52” x 27”) dark color recommended 

Two or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz any brand in original wrapping 

One adult size toothbrush in its original packaging 

One sturdy comb, remove packaging 

One metal nail clippers (attached file optional) remove packaging 

All items should be in new condition. 

Talk to Norma for more information concerning this project. A basket/box will be setup to collect the items. 

  

REMINDER: 

PLEASE direct your 2016 Thrivent Choice Dollars by 

March 31.  To do that go to thrivent.com/thriventchoice 

or call 800-847-4836 Thank you! 



SALEM - STORLA PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Wednesday, February 8, 2017 at 7:30 PM Salem Lutheran Church  

Mike Deinert, president of Salem Council called the meeting to order at 7:40 PM, with six members present and Vicar 

Nancy Eckels. 

Agenda was approved. 

Devotions: Mike Deinert read a meditation from James 4 entitled “God’s will for your new year”  from the Luther-

an Spokesman, quoting Pastor Theodore Barthels,  

 

Minutes from the November 9, 2016 Parish Council Meeting were read.  One correction was made: Majken Eckels and 

Jonathan Fulner are getting married Saturday, April 29, 2017 in Omaha NE.   The minutes were placed on file. 

 

Old Business: 

Confirmation Dates: Storla,  April 2 2017 Salem, April 9 2017 

First Communion Class was held in January for five 4th grade students from Salem 

 

Vicar Nancy’s intern schedule was updated through August.  Worship schedule through June it listed elsewhere. 

These pastors are on call when Vicar Nancy takes vacation days and in June when she is at the seminary, include: 

Pastor Erika Lehmann, St John’s Dimock 

Pastor Rhonda, Spirit of Faith, Woonsocket 

Pastor John Paulson, Wessington Springs 

 

New Business: 

Schedule for Lent Services 

Ash Wednesday, March 1st, Storla, at 7:00PM with communion - no soup suppers at Storla this year 

Lenten worship alternating Wednesday’s at 7:00PM  with soup supper at 6:00PM at Salem 

Holy Week:   

Maundy Thursday at Salem at 7:00PM with communion 

Good Friday at Storla  at 7:00PM with communion 

Easter Sunday   Storla at 7:30AM Salem at  9:30AM 

Summer schedule: (see the attached schedule and calendar) 

August 9th Parish Council meeting at Storla at 7:30PM 

November Parish council meeting at Salem at 8:00PM 

Mike gave a verbal report from the Salem Annual meeting.  Most of their meeting centered on their remodeling project. 

Margene gave verbal report from the Storla annual meeting. 

 

We closed the meeting by praying the Lord’s Prayer. 

Adjournment: Motion by Margene Thompson, Second by Doyle Selland,  Motion carried 

Secretary pro tem, Margene Thompson 

REFUSING TO ALLOW A GAP TO BECOME A CANYON 

Erosion is never sudden.  No garden ”suddenly” has thorns.  No bridge “suddenly” collapses.  No marriage “suddenly” breaks down.  

Slowly almost imperceptibly, certain things are accepted that were once rejected.  Things once considered hurtful are now tolerated.  

At the outset it appears harmless, perhaps even exciting, but the wedge it brings leaves a gap that grows wider as moral erosion joins 

hands with spiritual decay.  The cap become a canyon.  Be careful about changing your standard so that it corresponds with your 

desires.  Be very cautious about becoming inflated with thoughts of your own importance.  Be alert to the subtle pitfalls of prosperity 

and success.  Stay balanced.  Be alert to the silent signs of erosion.  Remember Solomon, who deteriorated from a humble man of 

wisdom to a vain fool in a rather brief span of time.     --Chuck Swindoll 



PRAIRIE RIVERS CONFERENCE ASSEMBLY 

Sunday, March 19 at 2:00PM at First Lutheran, Mitchell Registration at 1:30PM   

Each church is allowed five times the number of lay delegates that are allowed at the SD Synod Assembly. 

So - two Synod delegates x five =  ten  plus the pastor = number of delegates to the Conference Assembly 

Margene, Prairie Rivers Conference secretary 

DATES/EVENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Salem plans to try Wednesday night worship in the month of July; therefore no Sunday Service 

March 19 Prairie Rivers Conference Assembly, First Lutheran, Mitchell, at 2:00PM 

March 21 Prairie Rivers Conference Pastors meeting 

June 2-3 South Dakota Synod Assembly, Gloria Dei, Sioux Falls 

Time change:  

June 4  Salem at 8:30AM Storla at 10:15AM 

September 10 Storla at 9:00AM   Salem at 10:30 or 10:45AM  

Worship Schedule 2017 

Feb  19 * 

  26 Pastor Al Goldammer 

Mar  1* Ash Wednesday worship at Storla at 7:00PM with communion 

  5 Pastor Rebel Hurd leads worship with communion 

  8 Lenten Service at Salem 7:00PM Soup supper at 6:00PM 

  12 Pastor Al Goldammer 

  15 Lenten Service at Storla 7:00PM 

  19* 

  22 Lenten Service at Salem 7:00PM Soup supper at 6:00PM 

  26* 

  29 Lenten Service at Storla 7:00PM 

April  2* Confirmation at Storla 

  5 Lenten Service at Salem 7:00PM Soup supper at 6:00PM 

  9* Confirmation at Salem 

  13 Maundy Thursday at Salem 7:00PM with communion 

  14 Good Friday at Storla 7:00PM with communion 

  16* Easter Sunday  Storla 7:30AM;   Salem 9:30AM 

  23 W/ELCA Thank Offering Service at Storla 10:30AM 

  30 Gideons lead worship 

May  7* Worship with Communion 

  9 Internship Meeting at Salem 

  10 Storla Council Meeting at 8:00PM 

  14*  

  21* 

  28 Annual Memorial Day Service at Storla church and Trinity cemetery at 10:00AM 

June  2-3 S D Synod Assembly at Gloria Dei Lutheran, Sioux Falls 

  4 Pastor Renee Tecklenburg Salem at 8:30AM Storla at 10:15AM 

  11 Pastor Renee Tecklenburg 

  18 Pastor Renee Tecklenburg 

  25 Pastor Renee Tecklenburg 

* indicates Vicar Nancy officiates 

bold indicates a time change 

 



STORLA COUNCIL MEETING   

FEBRUARY 8, 2017  following the Parish Council meeting 

 

Success isn’t about being the best. 

It’s about always getting better. 

The quarterly meeting was called to order by President, Margene Thompson with four council members present. 

 

Minutes from November 9, 2016 were read, approved and placed on file. 

 

Treasurer’s report was given by Doyle Selland in the absence of Brad Selland, treasurer.  He referred us to the recent 

annual meeting report with the comment that our budget is looking good. 

 

Deacon’s report reiterated the blessing of a congregation that extends themselves in making our church family a welcom-

ing and loving place to worship. 

 

Trustees report they are aware of the gaps under several doors allowing cold/hot air to enter the building.  That will be 

taken care of. 

 

Christian Ed have a small but active Sunday school.  Along with their Bible lessons they also reach out to the community 

with quilts, hearts, cookies, and items for the food pantry and Mitchell Salvation Army, as examples of practical applica-

tion. 

 

New Business: 

Easter Worship   Time: 7:30 AM at Storla 

Memorial Day Service  Time: 10:00 AM at Salem 

Summer Worship Time Change 

June 7  Salem 8:30 AM  Storla 10:15 AM 

 (15 minutes will be added so  Vicar Nancy has more time to travel between Salem and Storla) 

Parish Worship Time Change 

September 10 Storla 9:00 AM  Salem 10:30 AM (possibly 10:45) 

October 29 Reformation Sunday - 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 

Affirmation of Baptism  Vicar Appreciation Celebrate 135 years of ministry 

 

There was discussion of putting WiFi in our church.  At this time no action was taken because of the additional cost and 

few events for usage. 

Vicar Nancy closed our meeting with prayer. 

 

Dates / Announcements 

Please see the listings elsewhere in the report. 

Additions: 

February 28 A Chris m Mass - a blessing of Baptismal Oils and the renewal of vows for leaders of congregations and 

pastors. 

November 1 Community Reformation 500 Worship Service at the Sioux Falls Arena 

 

Secretary pro tem, Margene Thompson 



WHY GO TO CHURCH ?? 

   A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to church every 

Sunday.........He wrote: 

"I've gone for 30 years now, and in that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons, but for the life of me, I can't re-

member a single one of them. 

So, I think I'm wasting my time, the preachers and priests are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all". 

   This started a real controversy in the "Letters to the Editor" column. Much to the delight of the editor, it went on for 

weeks until someone wrote this clincher: 

"I've been married for 30 years now..... In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals...... But, for the life of me---- I 

cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals.  But I do know this: They all nourished me and gave me the 

strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today.  Likewise, if 

I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!" 

 

   When you are DOWN to nothing, God is UP to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible & receives 

the impossible! Thank God for our physical and our spiritual nourishment!  

IF YOU CANNOT SEE GOD IN ALL-------- YOU CANNOT SEE GOD AT ALL !  

B. I. B. L. E. simply means: Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth! 

2017 LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEUDLE  

Ash Wednesday Worship Wednesday, March 1  7:00PM at Storla   Vicar Nancy leads the worship 

 

Confirmation students from Salem will lead the Lenten worship.  Dave Anderson is their mentor. 

Lenten  Worship   Wednesday,  March 8   7:00PM  at Salem   Soup Supper at 6pm 

Lenten  Worship  Wednesday, March 15   7:00PM  at Storla 

Lenten  Worship   Wednesday,  March 22   7:00PM  at Salem   Soup Supper at 6pm 

Lenten  Worship  Wednesday,  March 29   7:00PM  at Storla 

Lenten  Worship   Wednesday,  April 5    7:00PM  at Salem   Soup Supper at 6pm 

Maundy Thursday worship with Communion   Thursday, April 13  7:00pm at Salem 

Good Friday Worship with Communion  Friday, April 14  7:00PM  at Storla 

Easter Sunday with Communion   Sunday, April 16 7:30AM at Storla   9:30AM at Salem 

BASKETS OF PROMISE 

During Lent, Storla Circle is doing Baskets of Promise project along with a Thrivent Action card.  We’re collecting 

different items to use to assemble Personal Care Kits.  These kits give people around the world items to stay healthy 

inspite of challenging conditions.  We would like to assemble as many of these kits as we can.   Please note the require-

ments for each item! 

One light-weight bath-size towel ( between 20" x 40" or 52” x 27”) dark color recommended 

Two or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz any brand in original wrapping 

One adult size toothbrush in its original packaging 

One sturdy comb, remove packaging 

One metal nail clippers (attached nail file optional) remove packaging 

All items should be new condition. 

Talk to Norma for more information concerning this project. 

 A basket/box is setup in the church to collect the items.  



 In John 4, Jesus talks with a woman about living water. Where does 

that conversation take place?  

 

 A. Sychar B. Samaria 

 C. Galilee D. Jacob’s well 

 

Answer: See John 4:4-7ff. 
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