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THE ROLE OF THE CROSS     

    If the cross is the place where 

the worst thing that could happen 

happened, it is also the place 

where the best thing that could 

happen happened. Ultimate hatred 

and ultimate love met on those 

two crosspieces of wood. Suffer-

ing and love were brought into 

harmony. ... 

   To be “saved” requires a severance from the former life as 

clean and sharp as though made by a knife. There must be a 

wall of separation between the old life and the new, a radical 

break. That means death — death to the old life, in order for 

the new to begin. … This wall of separation, this barrier, is 

the cross. 

—Elisabeth Elliot, A Path Through Suffering 

FORSAKEN FOR US 

 Church reformer Martin Luther considered Jesus’ cry from the 

cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46)  

as “the greatest words in all of Scripture,” writes Timothy Keller. In 

Walking With God Through Pain and Suffering (Penguin Books), Kel-

ler notes, “Luther knew personally about what he called Anfectungen, a 

word that means the ‘assaults’ that the world, the flesh and the devil 

make on human beings through the evils and suffering of life.” 

 Jesus suffered Anfectungen “in infinite degrees, beyond any-

thing any other human being will ever experience,” Keller writes. And 

he did it all for us. As Luther said, “In Christ, the God-forsaken sinner 

has a Savior who has taken on himself the full depths of human es-

trangement from God — and overcome it.” 



Read Isaiah 55:6-9 

Dear Friends, 

When I was an undergraduate student at Bethany College in 

KS, I sang in the Lindsborg Oratorio Society’s performance 

of Handel’s Messiah. The Lindsborg community in con-

junction with Bethany College has been celebrating “The 

Messiah Festival” during Holy Week for over 130 years.  I 

first began to love the book of Isaiah when I was a member 

of the festival choir because so much of Isaiah’s poetry was 

set to music in this oratorio.  “Wonderful Counselor, Al-

mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace!” 

Still to this day, it is difficult for me to use a spoken voice 

when I repeat any scripture from Isaiah. For me, the poems 

are meant to be sung. 

This semester I am thrilled to be enrolled in the Old Testa-

ment course “Isaiah” at Luther Seminary. In the book of 

Isaiah, we can really begin to see the extent of God’s full-

ness. We see what a powerful and fierce judge God is but 

also what a gentle comforter God is. What a contrast! There 

are some terrifying images of God in the book Isaiah but 

there are also beautiful images of God comforting the peo-

ple. In Isaiah 66:13, God comforts Israel like a mother 

comforts her child and in Isaiah God molds us as a potter 

molds clay pots.  

Through the nuances of these metaphors, Isaiah paints a 

picture of God that we could not otherwise comprehend. I 

believe all Christians should be familiar with this book and 

the promises it contains for all believers. Every Christian 

also needs a good working history of the nation of Israel. 

The broad, sweeping summary of history in this book helps 

us appreciate and interpret the entire Bible in its historical 

context. Maybe that’s why Jesus quoted the book of Isaiah 

so much. Isaiah speaks to the sovereignty of God. “I am 

God, there is no other,” as it says in Isaiah 45:5. 

We are nearing Holy Week and are also celebrating Xavier 

Baysinger’s confirmation April 2nd. During this time of 

year, we reflect what it means to be people of faith and we 

reflect upon the awesomeness of God and the mystery of 

Christ, his death, his resurrection, and our resurrections as 

well. This month, I invite you into the book of Isaiah to 

contemplate these promises and these mysteries. Keep track 

of the many metaphors and similes Isaiah uses to describe 

God and God’s people in relationship to God. Remember 

that human language is insufficient in describing God and 

these literary devices only hint at certain aspects of God. 

No one metaphor can bear the weight of communicating the 

essence of God. 

I also challenge you to keep track of some of the metaphors 

in this book. At the end, look at your collection. What have 

you learned about God? What have you learned about your 

relationship with God? I would love to hear some of your 

ideas, so do share them with me if you accept this chal-

lenge. 

Let us pray.  Dear God, you are beyond all understanding 

and your ways our higher than our ways. Turn our faces to 

look always in your direction and reveal yourself to us as 

we engage in your Word together. Amen! 

...Vicar Nancy 

Vicar Nancy will do a sermon series on 

the Luther’s Small Catechism beginning 

April 2, continuing April 9 and April 16 

to kick off the 500th Anniversary of the 

Protestant Reformation.  

Easter Sunday's sermon will be titled  

"Resurrection and Reformation."  

The sermon series will continue in Octo-

ber concluding with an affirmation of 

baptism for the entire congregation Octo-

ber 29.  Please join us then for that 

special worship time.  Pastor Al Gol-

dammer will join us for this special wor-

ship.  Praise God for 500 years of the 

Protestant Reformation!  

Isaiah 55: 6-9 

6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; 

    call on him while he is near. 

7 Let the wicked forsake their ways 

    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 

Let them turn to the Lord, and he will 

have mercy on them, 

    and to our God, for he will freely 

pardon. 

8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

    neither are your ways my ways,” 

declares the Lord. 

9 “As the heavens are higher than the 

earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 



APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

April 1 Kathleen Anderson 

April 4 Christina Scott 

April 10 Jesse Dodd 

April 13 John Christopher 

April 16 Jolene Anderson 

April 17 Jonathan Blindauer 

April 17 Gabrielle Dodd 

April 24 Calla Davis 

April 28 Andy Scott 

April 30 Mary Fristad 

 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

April 8 LuRay & Loretta Asbenson 

April 20 Merlin & Bonnie Feistner 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA   

Storla Circle met Tuesday March 7 at 2:00pm at the Fel-

lowship Center with eight members present.  Norma was 

hostess.  Potluck lunch preceded the meeting.  Blankets 

were tied after the potluck. 

Beverly Johnson, vice-present opened the meeting.  A vid-

eo entitled “Painter on Canvas” - Jesus Christ wearing a 

crown of thorns was shown. 

Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were read and approved 

as read.  The financial report showed that we have $60 in 

circle funds presently.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

April 2 Confirmation worship with Xavier Baysinger af-

firming his baptism and confirmed in the faith. 

April 3 Absentee shower for Vicar Nancy’s daughter,  

Majken.  The shower will be held in conjunction with the 

April Circle meeting at JoAnn’s home.  This motion was 

made by Margene and seconded by Norma, motion car-

ried . 

We discussed putting together personal hygiene kits. 

Norma suggested making a monetary donation to Luther-

ans Outdoors; this will be announced in the bulletin. 

Margene gave the Bible study found in the Gather maga-

zine. 

We gave the worship offering, prayed the Lord’s Prayer 

and sang the table prayer. 

Hostess Norma served a delicious dessert. 

The next meeting will be Monday, April 3 when the annual 

luncheon at 11:30am at the Oak Room, MTI is held .  Then 

the group will adjourn to JoAnn’s home in Mitchell for the 

regular meeting.   

JoAnn Davis, Secretary 

 

BASKETS OF PROMISE 

During Lent, Storla Circle is doing a Baskets of Promise project supported by a Thrivent Action card.  We’re collecting different 

items to use to assemble Personal Care Kits.  These kits give people around the world items to stay healthy inspite of challenging 

conditions.  We would like to assemble as many of these kits as we can.   Please note the 

requirements for each item! 

One light-weight bath-size towel (between 20" x 40" or 52” x 27”) dark color recom-

mended 

Two or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz any brand in original wrapping 

One adult size toothbrush in its original packaging 

One sturdy comb, remove packaging 

One metal nail clippers (attached file optional) remove packaging 

All items should be in new condition. 

A basket has been setup to collect the items. 

Talk to Norma (248-2483) for more information concerning this project.   

SPECIAL DATES 

• Fifth Sunday in Lent  April 2,  

• Palm/Passion Sunday  April 9,  

• Holy Week,   April 9-15,  

• Maundy Thursday,  April 13,  

• Good Friday,   April 14,  

• Easter Sunday,   April 16,  

SHOWER 

Bridal Shower for Majken Eckels;      

Monday. April 3, 2017 at 1:00 PM 

At JoAnn Davis’ home; 1105 S. Anderson St. Mitchell 

Hosts: Storla Circle 

P.S.  Circle will meet at MTI for a noon luncheon and then 

go to JoAnn’s home for the W/ELCA meeting. 

You are welcome to be part of the shower and/or activities 

by contacting   Barb at  770-5486  or aselland@santel.net 



135TH ANNUAL MEETING OF STORLA LUTHER-

AN CHURCH - SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2017 

President Margene Thompson called the meeting to order.  

Twenty- six members present read the Storla Mission 

Statement:  Storla’s Mission is to know Jesus and to make 

Him known by sharing in faith, love and outreach. 

Vice President Clyde Olsen led the Affirmation of Baptism 

followed by the Devotional Reading as printed in the An-

nual Meeting Report. 

Secretary, Jolene Anderson, read the minutes from the 

2016 Annual Meeting, those minutes were placed on file. 

Treasurer, Brad Selland, presented the financial report and 

was placed on file. Brad shared that it has been a good year 

for offerings. Auditor’s Report of the Financials were ap-

proved and signed by Clyde Olsen and Lynn Anderson. 

Vicar Nancy’s Report:  Vicar Nancy shared that she will be 

preaching from the Small Catechism:  half during Lent and 

half October 31 for Affirmation of Faith on Reformation 

Sunday.  Nancy also shared that she is part of a Multi Cul-

ture Committee in Huron.  Pastor Erica Lehmann continues 

to supervise Vicar Nancy’s work in the parish.  Vicar’s 

2016 Report is printed in the Annual Report. 

President’s Report is printed, reminding us that there is a 

place for everyone here!  Margene expressed how blessed 

we are as a congregation to have Vicar Nancy with us.  

Nancy and husband Les are a blessing to our Parish. 

Deacon’s Report:  Doyle Selland also expressed thank you 

to Vicar Nancy for being with our Parish.  Doyle thanked 

members for signing up to read the Lesson each Sunday.  

Report is printed in Annual Meeting Report. 

Trustee Report: Brett Selland, mentioned these concerns:  

pest control is being pursued, looking into solutions for 

north windows in sanctuary; a possible option would be to 

install Plexiglas.  Complements to Jeff Anderson for his 

crew and expertise with the roof replacement project. 

Christian Education Committee: Kelly Selland and Monica 

Baysinger reported that our congregation was well repre-

sented at Letcher Church for VBS, 4 teachers, and 3 stu-

dents along with Women of Storla provided a meal, 

through a Thrivent Action Card. They noted that the Sun-

day School offerings go toward their service projects. 

Women of ELCA Report was presented and printed in An-

nual Meeting Report. 

Thrivent Report:  Mary Fristad; stating that Aurora County 

Thrivent Chapter no longer exists, reminding all to remem-

ber to designate their Choice Dollars by March 31.  Mary 

also encouraged all to use their Thrivent Action Cards of 

$250.00; each person has the option of using 2 per year.  

Mary and Donna Olsen would be happy to help with any 

assistance needed to get projects organized. 

Nominating Committee Report: Ballot was presented for 

2017 by Mary Fristad.  The floor was opened for nomina-

tions to fill Deacon and Synod Assembly Delegate, no 

nominations were presented.  Motion by Mary, seconded 

by Doyle Selland to accept ballot as presented, motion car-

ried. 

Ballot for 2017: 

Vice President Clyde Olsen  (2 year term) 

Secretary Jolene Anderson (2 year term) 

Deacon  Dennis Scott   (3 year term) 

Deacon  one position open 

Trustee  Matt Selland  (3 year term) 

Nominating Committee   (1 year term) 

 Chris Selland 

 Bonnie Feistner 

 Lynn Anderson 

Auditing Committee  (1 year term) 

 Greg Sonne 

 Mary Fristad 

Special Ushers   (1 year term) 

 Monte Fristad 

 Merlin Feistner 

Synod Assembly Delegate (1 year term) 

 Margene Thompson 

Financial Secretary, Brad Selland presented the 2017 

Budget for Storla Lutheran. Motion to accept Budget for 

2017 was made by Clyde Olsen, seconded by Mary Fristad.  

Motion carried.  A thank you was given to Brad for his 

continued dedication with Storla Lutheran finances. 

Total proposed budget for 2017 is $37,470.00.  A copy of 

the Budget is placed on file. 

Motion by Brad Selland, seconded by Bev Thompson, to 

leave designated offerings for 2017 as they were in 2016. 

Motion carried. 

Thanksgiving Day Hunger Appeal 

Lenten Services  St Dysmas Ministry 

Christmas Eve/Day Lutheran World Relief 

Love Offerings (last Sunday of month)  Nicaragua & Came-

roon Companion Synods 

President Margene closed the meeting as she encourages all 

members to embrace and support our church. 

Motion to adjourn by Lynn Anderson, seconded by Dennis 

Scott. Meeting closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer. 

Jolene Anderson, Secretary 



SELLAND NAMED SD'S GATORADE  

PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

Myah Selland, of Letcher, over the weekend (March 9

-11) helped her team to a runner-up finish at the Class 

B state girls basketball tournament. She is a South 

Dakota State University commit. 

A 6-foot-1 guard, Selland averaged 19.6 points, 7.7 

rebounds and 4.6 assists per game this year. She's 

been named to the first-team all-state list twice and 

scored 2,132 points in her high school career. 

She was also honored with the “Spirit of Su” quilt/

award.  An award for exemplary sportsmanship and 

competitive spirit. 

"Myah Selland is a difficult matchup for opposing 

teams because she can post up, hit the perimeter shot 

and is often leading our fast break," said Sanborn 

Central/Woonsocket head coach Tim McCain in a 

press release. "Her overall strength is her willingness 

to make others around her better. She is a team player 

in every sense of the word." 

(article from the Mitchell Daily Republic, 3/13/17) 
(Photo by Ma� Gade / Daily Republic, Mitchell SD)  

GATORADE SOUTH DAKOTA GIRLS BASKETBALL PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

Sanborn Central/Woonsocket’s Myah Selland’s senior season, which saw her pass 2,000 points and 500 assists for her career, cul-

minated in a runner-up finish at the Class B state tournament and now, recognition as the Gatorade South Dakota Girls Basketball 

Player of the Year. 

The Gatorade Player of the Year awards recognize athletic excellence, as well as academic achievement and exemplary character 

demonstrated on and off the field. 

Selland, a 6-foot-1 senior guard, averaged nearly 20 points and seven rebounds per game, to go with 4.6 assists per game. She was 

lights out from inside the arc, knocking down 2-point field goals at a 59 percent clip. 

“Myah Selland is a difficult matchup for opposing teams because she can post up, hit the perimeter shot and is often leading our 

fast break,” coach Tim McCain said. “Her overall strength is her willingness to make others around her better. She is a team player 

in every sense of the word.” 

A member of the National Honor Society, Selland also participates in SCW’s concert band and chorus, and has served as the presi-

dent of the student council. She also volunteered as a vacation bible camp mentor. 

In the classroom, the future Jackrabbit has maintained a 4.09 GPA. 

As a Gatorade Player of the Year, Selland will be able to select a national or local youth sports organization to receive a grant as 

part of the Gatorade Play It Forward program. Every Gatorade Player of the Year state winner receives a $1,000 grant to donate 

and will have the opportunity to enter for an additional $10,000 spotlight grant by writing a brief essay explaining why their select-

ed organization deserves additional support. 12 spotlight grants – one for each sport – will be announced throughout the year. 

(by Brian Haenchen  Sioux Falls Argus Leader Sports, March 13, 2017) 



By what other name(s) does the Bible identify the disciple we call “Doubting Thomas”? 

 A. Didymus B. The Skeptic  

 C. The Twin D. A and B E. A and C 

 

Answer: See John 20:24 



REVERENT WORSHIP 

Many of our popular songs and choruses in praise of Christ 

are hollow and unconvincing. Some are even shocking in 

their amorous endearments, and strike a reverent soul as be-

ing a kind of flattery offered to One with whom neither com-

poser nor singer is acquainted. The whole thing is in the 

mood of the love ditty, the only difference being the substitu-

tion of the name of Christ for that of the earthly lover. How 

different and how utterly wonderful are the emotions aroused 

by a true and Spirit-incited love for Christ. Such a love may 

rise to a degree of adoration almost beyond the power of the 

heart to endure, yet at the same time it will be serious, elevat-

ed, chaste and reverent. Christ can never be known without a 

sense of awe and fear accompanying the knowledge. He is 

the fairest among ten thousand, but He is also the Lord high 

and mighty. He is meek and lowly in heart, but He is also 

Lord and Christ who will surely come to be the judge of all 

men. No one who knows Him intimately can ever be flippant 

in His presence. 

  from A. W. Tozer Sermon: Reverent Worship  

NO SUCH THING AS UNWANTED 

There are nearly 1 million abortions/murders a year in this country and only an estimated 136,000 adoptions (of any 

kind). There are an estimated 18,000 newborns adopted annually; most who 

could have been adopted are being killed in the name of "choice". In the U.S. 

foster care system (in 2015), of the 111,820 precious children available for 

adoption, nearly half (53,549) were adopted. For a nation that (rightfully) de-

mands compassion for refugees, certainly we can extend that same compassion 

to those within our borders waiting to find refuge in a forever family. Contrary 

to the common mantra from "pro-choice" activists, the answer to those awaiting 

adoption is not more abortion. It's educating the public and encouraging fami-

lies to open their hearts to the sacrificial and loving act of adoption. Those who 

were adopted defy the myth that is (ironically) the lifeblood of the abortion in-

dustry. There is no such thing as an 'unwanted' child. We're all wanted by some-

one.   From  www.Radiance.life    adopted and loved.com 

FINDING YOUR WAY TO VICTORY 

Life is hard.  The great temptation is to allow the trials to turn you into someone chained to your past, unable to escape 

the restrictive circumstances.  Maybe you can’t image thinking any other way.  I’ve got wonderful news: there is hope 

beyond your circumstances.  But Christ must become your central focus.  Your circumstance may not change, but deep 

within, you will.  As Christ is allowed first place in your thoughts, changes will occur.  Instead of seeing yourself as a 

victim, you will begin to realize a strength that is not your own.  The result? You will make a difference because of the 

way you respond to the circumstances that once defeated you.  Your contentment despite your circumstances will be 

obvious to those closest to you, who will consider your response nothing short of heroic and amazing.    .... Chuck Swindoll 

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL     

Agnus Dei  

    This image is known as the 

Agnus Dei, Latin for “Lamb of 

God.” When pictured standing 

and with a banner, it represents 

the risen Christ, victorious over 

death. John the Baptist, seeing 

Jesus approach, famously de-

clared, “Look, the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the 

world!” (John 1:29, NIV).  In Revelation, too, Jesus is portrayed 

as a lamb who was slain but now reigns triumphant. 








