
THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Storla Lutheran Church   24305 393rd Ave.  Letcher, SD 57359 

Nancy Eckels Vicar  -  605.354.9431 neckels001@luthersem.edu 

 

GATHERING MUSIC AND PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Call to Worship 

P: We begin in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: The name in which we baptize. 

P: What is baptism? 

C: It is a grace filled water of life, a bath of new birth in the Holy Spirit. 

Sundays and Seasons c. 2016 Augsburg Fortress 

 

Opening Hymn  #108 All Glory Laud and Honor 

Children’s Processional        Matthew 21: 1-11  (on the insert) 

 

Confession and Forgiveness     page 56  (LBW) 

Prayer of the Day  (printed on the scripture insert) 

 

First Lesson, Psalm and Second Lesson: (printed on the scripture insert)   

Gospel Acclamation    page 63 (LBW) 

Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful. Slow to anger 

and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew  the  27th chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel Lesson:   (Matthew 27: 11-54)    (printed on the insert) 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Hymn   # 117   “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” 

Sermon Dialogue:     Luther’s Small Catechism 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism  

P: What is baptism? 

C: Baptism is not simply plain water. Instead, it is water used according to 

God’s command and connected with God’s Word. 

 

P: What then is the Word of God? 

C: Where our Lord Christ says in Matthew 28, “Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

P: What gifts or benefits does baptism grant? 

C: It brings about forgiveness of sins, redeems from death and the devil, and 

gives eternal salvation to all who believe it, as the words and promise of 

God declare. 

 

P: What are these words and promise of God? 

C: Where our Lord Christ says in Mark 16, “The one who believes and is bap-

tized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be condemned.”  

 

P: How can water do such great things? 

C: Clearly the water does not do it, but the Word of God, which is with and 

alongside the water, and faith, which trusts this word of God in the water.  

 

P: For without the word of God the water is just plain water and not a baptism, 

but with the word of God it is a baptism, that is, a grace filled water of life and 

a “bath of the new birth in the Holy Spirit,” as St. Paul says to Titus in chapter 

3, “through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.  

 

C: This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so 

that having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to 

the hope of eternal life. The saying is sure. 

 

P: What then is the significance of such a baptism with water? 

C: It signifies that the old person in us with all sins and evil desires is to be 

drowned and die through daily sorrow for sin and through repentance, 

and on the other hand that daily a new person is to come forth and rise up 

to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

 

P: Where is this written? 

C: St. Paul says in Romans 6, “We have been buried with Christ by baptism 

into his death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 

of the Father, so we might too walk in newness of life.” 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS   

Sun April 16 7:30AM  Sunrise Easter Worship at Storla 

  9:00AM  Easter Worship at Salem 

Wed Apr 19 5pm  St Paul Lutheran Annual Pork Supper, Plankinton 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

We ask for healing, comfort, support and strength whatever God chooses 

Oscar & Doris Thompson;   LeRoy Arhart;    Clint Olinger;   Paisley King;   

Pastor Steve Brandsrud; 

 and those we name in our hearts; 

Remember these people in our prayers asking for protection, safety, spiritual 

strength and guidance;      Vicar Nancy;         

Claudia Miller, USD;  Rachel Selland,  DWU;  Shelby Selland, Augie;  

Joe Johnson & Cole Sonne, SDSU;    Meghan Chada, School of Mines;   

Austin Rearick and Gabrielle Dodd; 

 

Give protection and safety to farmers and those working outdoors during this 

hazardous, early Spring season;  

 

Give protection to those traveling on the roads and highways whether for work, 

appointments or school; 

 

Give strength, hope, protection and safety to many Christians persecuted around 

the world, esp in Syria and Iraq; 

 

 

Give safety and protection to our soldiers and military personnel stationed 

around the world and here to the police and first responders as they protect our 

communities; 

 

 

 

 

 SERMON 

Hymn   # 229  “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” 

Apostle’s Creed       page 65      

 

Prayers:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 

for all people according to their needs.      

             

The Peace The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. Peace be with you. 

 

Offering and Offering Response   page 75 (“Create in me a clean heart....”) 

Offering Prayer  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first 

given us --our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 

love.  Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer page 76 

Benediction     page 76 

Closing Hymn    #182  “Rise O Children of Salvation” 

Dismissal Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 



GOSPEL LESSON  Matthew 27:11-54 

Jesus Before Pilate 

11 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, 

“Are you the king of the Jews?” 

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 

12 When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no an-

swer. 13 Then Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bring-

ing against you?” 14 But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge—to 

the great amazement of the governor. 

15 Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner cho-

sen by the crowd. 16 At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name 

was Jesus Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, 

“Which one do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is 

called the Messiah?” 18 For he knew it was out of self-interest that they had 

handed Jesus over to him. 

19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: 

“Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great 

deal today in a dream because of him.” 

20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas 

and to have Jesus executed. 

21 “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor. 

“Barabbas,” they answered. 

22 “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked. 

They all answered, “Crucify him!” 

23 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. 

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 

24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar 

was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am 

innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!” 

25 All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!” 

26 Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed 

him over to be crucified. 

The Soldiers Mock Jesus 

27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered 

the whole company of soldiers around him. 28 They stripped him and put a 

scarlet robe on him, 29 and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it 

on his head. They put a staff in his right hand. Then they knelt in front of him 

and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. 30 They spit on him, and 

took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. 31 After they had 

mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they 

led him away to crucify him. 

The Crucifixion of Jesus 

32 As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they 

forced him to carry the cross. 33 They came to a place called Golgotha (which 

means “the place of the skull”). 34 There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed 

with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it. 35 When they had crucified 

him, they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 36 And sitting down, they kept 

watch over him there. 37 Above his head they placed the written charge against 

him: this is jesus, the king of the jews. 

38 Two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 

39 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40 and say-

ing, “You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 

yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!” 41 In the same 

way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. 42 “He 

saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s the king of Israel! Let 

him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in 

God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of 

God.’” 44 In the same way the rebels who were crucified with him also heaped 

insults on him. 

The Death of Jesus 

45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 

46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 

sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). 

47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Eli-

jah.” 

48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, 

put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave 

him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 

50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 

51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 

The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies of 

many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the 

tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many 

people. 

54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the 

earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, 

“Surely he was the Son of God!” 



What if I had been along that parade route as you entered Jerusalem, Jesus?  

Would I have grasped the profound events plating out?   

Even now, do I fully grasp who you are? 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna! (Matthew 21:9).  We 

have come to worship to celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, even 

as this path leads to the cross. 

Vicar Nancy will continue a sermon series on Luther’s Small Catechism 

April 9 and April 16 to kick off the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant 

Reformation.  Easter Sunday's sermon will be titled "Resurrection and 

Reformation."   

Easter Sunrise Worship at 7:30AM  April 16 at Storla;   Join us. 

This sermon series will continue in October concluding with an affirma-

tion of baptism for the entire congregation, October 29.  Pastor Al Gol-

dammer will join us in the celebration.  Join us then for a special worship.  

Praise God for 500 years of the Protestant Reformation  

Camp spots and opportunities at Lutherans Outdoors are filling up fast 

but you still have time to take advantage of early bird prices. Register 

today!  Talk to Kelly or Monica for more info on L.O. camping.   

STORLA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

 

PALM SUNDAY 

April 9, 2017    9:00AM Worship 

THANK YOU 

 

I want to thank those of 

you who worked so hard 

to make my confirmation 

day special. I want to 

give a shoutout to Vicar 

Nancy for the work you 

put into making the ser-

vice memorable, 

Margene for your part in 

my confirmation, and to 

Dennis for putting my 

information in the bulle-

tin. Thank you to those of 

you who remembered me 

with cards and gifts. I 

really appreciate my Stor-

la Lutheran Church fami-

ly. Thanks for your sup-

port and prayers.  

Xavier  

BASKETS OF PROMISE 

During Lent, Storla Circle is doing a Baskets of Promise project support-

ed by a Thrivent Action card.  We’re collecting different items to use to 

assemble Personal Care Kits.  These kits give people around the world 

items to stay healthy inspite of challenging conditions.  We would like to 

assemble as many of these kits as we can.    

Please note the requirements for each item! 

One light-weight bath-size towel (between 20" x 40" or 52” x 27”) dark 

color recommended 

Two or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz any brand in origi-

nal wrapping 

One adult size toothbrush in its original packaging 

One sturdy comb, remove packaging 

One metal nail clippers (attached file optional) remove packaging 

All items should be in new condition. 

Talk to Norma (248-2483) for more information concerning this project. 

A basket has been setup to collect the items. 


